Ald - PRAIRIE FOST - Friday, February 27, 2009

Prairie living inspires former Swift author

By Gamn Janses
FwirT CURRENT

Lee Gowan didn't know he wanted to be a writer until
hia mather pointed him i the right direction

Mow It's wha he is

Unlikee oethar writers' biographles, Gowan didn’t spenad
hils fnrmative vears thinking up stores and jotting them
diown, or aching to pet his words frem thaught o papser.

He didn't take any particular enjpovment in completing
hils English asslgnments, thomgh be wrote them well and
shiowed a talent for writing. As he grew ap in Swift
Cuarrent, he never thanght of making a living as a writer.
He hacl never met any and as he pats i 208 just never
ocoarred to me”

After gracuation from higth school however, his mather
lamkes ta him ta help her with the creation of a lacal
history and encouraged him to take 2 writiog
workshop so he would have the skills she needsd.

Feeling a lillle rebellious. as many 19-vear-olds
o, Gowan balked st the suggestion by taking
poetry and liethon writing workshops insteadl of he
noan-liction waorkshog his moller had intemded. Now
mearly 280 vears later, i0s ane rebellious sct that has
ahaped Both hia ke aml hig career,

The author of thiee novels of Getion, & compilation of
ahwsr aborkes, and A screenplay, Gowan has been writing
mEn-AI00 ever Aince. When st working on one of his
oW projects, e helps others ad a Creative Wiiting
Instruetar for the Continuing Studies Department at
thes Uindversity o Toromito.

Whille b e Iomaer resides i the
western prosinees, he has
s fully beft thae
pralries behind blm as
evidenced in all three of
his movels, sef with the
pradries as his
inevitahle backdrop.

“It's one of thiose
things that you don't
really have any control
al.” says Gowan during

his recent stop home wihere b was promaiing his latest
Lok Comfessfon

“Growing up on & larm, during thode farmative vears,
has shaped me and iImprnted on my snbeonscions”

T spent 28 of my 47 years. in Swift Corvent. s an
ffect | coubdn't shake even | wanted to,"

While Gowan doean't diseoumnt thee liea of
writing his next novel in 2 more urban
setting, mare than likely he says. it will
probably end up being set in the praivies.
as that seems to be the niche on which he
keeeps forusing.

I seem to write about the Prabries in a
way thal peaple haven't really seen

belore,” says Gowan,

Authaw Lew Gowan was in Swift Carrent recently reading from his Latest novel, Confessdon,

swhose novels Ehough widely different in plof and genre
all have o dark comic slream within fhem,

Itis A dark atream which has licited the commsnt
froom cne reviewer Ehat his lakest mowel Condesaion can
b dermed a *Praivie Gothie™ nowel, thonsgh |okes.

CGevwam, *It doesn 't have a single vampire in it,”
Ay fans, both from here and lsewhers in
Canacla seem to appreciate that unity of the
prairie setting in my baoks. It seems to bring
them to a place they'd like to go.”

For Gowan, the near future could hald amy

number of settimgs. plots and possthilities

it's nne o the things he loves the most
abaul writing.
‘s the discovery o where the
characbers wanl Lo take o, the way they
end s surpriging youo and the exciterment Heat
comes wilh thal discavery. I'm interested in
leoking at cdilferent Eimls of stores,
Al pever want i teel that 'm
Eeing Basesd] in
I pengile had an
expctalion that |wonrld
anly ever wrlle in ons
genre, & inone selfing then
mayha | wenanlod bie bared,
bt I'm abways lnoking b set
up new challenges for
myselt, and can't ver 5o
mie brdng boresd with ("
Wikh thie seeds of & new
novel germinating in his head,
a screenplay in the works with
his 2Ll-yearald son, and a
challenge thrown to kim ta write
amn ariginal play for the Lyric
Theatre, on top of his current
touring and book promaotion
sefiedule and his University
teaching schedule. baredaom izn't
something Gowan will be
expeiencing anylime soan.
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