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Church undergoes major transformation

By Gan Janses
SwiFT CORRENT

There were some wha thought it couldn’t be done.

Eeaction fmom residents was mived when in Decembear
of 2007 the Swift Current Catholic community took
possezsion of the former Prall GM Ponlisc site, with the
Intent of turning it into thelr new church.

Some people just couldn'l see how acar dealership
could be tumed into a place of worship, buk thanks to
the hard work and dedication of the many volunteer
parishioners and hired contractors enlisted to tum the
vision into a reality. its & wiskon that s only months
away From being realized,

Under the leadership of Parish Priest Fr. Sathiadas
Anthony, a group of core volunteers have demolished,
hammered, built. sanded. painted and polished for more
than a year to create a new larger parish and parish hall
that they are hoging will better gerve the needs of their
community, And they've done it well,

"W looked at all different angles when looking for a
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new Church,” says Ted Walling, one of the many retired
voluntesers who works at the church daily. “From
bnilding new, o renovating an existing building and all
the costs associated. As the costs of building ew
escalated, rengvating once again became a viable option
for us, so we returned to the idea of using the
dealership.”

With more than 4.000 volunteer hours logged in the
creation of the new parish it’s a labour of love that has
ultimately saved them, depending on how you value the
labour, anywhere [rom 310,000 pa 3200000,

With no set in stone end date and no rush to get cut of
the building they currently reside in, the volunleers
have been able to take thelr time and not rush the
project, which has in turn has meant thal no real
challenges have arlsen.

“The work has gone really well” says Wallin, “An
architect drew up the plans, we got all of our bullding
permils and we haven'l come across anyihing
unforeseen. The building was set up well, 50 we've been
able to keep moving along steadily.”

The first phase of a potential two-phase project 15 a
large welcoming area, where the church’s administrative
offices will be found and where parishioners can gather
prior to entering the sanctuary. Just beyond the
welcoming area is 3 long hallway, To the left
parishioners will find a larger more modern sanctuary
that will be able to seat 460 at full capacity, and on their
right & new church kitchen and community hall with a
capacity to sit at least 200,

“A lot of thought and collaboration has gone into
every aspect of the degign,” says Wallin, It all on ane
lewel to make It easler for seniors to access, there are
large mesling rooms where [Fends and Lamily can
gather before o funeral or a wedding. and there is plenty
ol slorage and cupboard space for all the church's
present and future needs.”

The building = expected to be oflicially blessed and
opened by Archbishop Danlel Bohan sometime in June,
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The lncation of the new Catholle Charch,

parishloners, Wallin says they have also used many
ool comtractors with whom they have achieved some
great results.

“The contractors we have had have bean simply
awesome to work with, There haven't been any delays
with any of them.”

Phase 2 of the project is still a distant plan, one that
will grow and change as the community continues to
grow, but for now all involeed are pleased with the
butding they have.

“The needs assessment that was carried out before we
started ” says Wallin, “It showed us as a Bullding
Committes that what they wanted to see in a new
church was more and better access to parking, a bigger
church hall, more office space for our administrative
stalf amd lastly a larger church itself. With this building
wa have all thal and mare”



